
TAKE BACK THE TAP:
PUT WATER INTO PUBLIC HANDS

Following a meeting between Michael Gove 
and the privatised water companies in Jul 
millions of customers are still wondering if any 
of the profits these companies are making is 
going to be spent on mending the pipes.

Senior management in England’s nine 
privatised water and sewerage companies 
were paid more than £175 million over the past 
five years, the top 50 executives received an 
enormous £40.3 million in 2017 alone.

These figures come from a joint investigation 
into the accounts of privatised companies by 
GMB and Corporate Watch.

Meanwhile in this hot weather millions face the 
prospect of hosepipe bans, GMB can reveal 2.9 
billion litres of water is wasted through leaks 
every single day and water bills have 
increased by 40% since privatisation in 1989 
according to a report by the National Audit 
office.

GMB’s campaign is calling for Britain’s water industry to be put in public hands.
There are six pledges which Jeremy Corbyn signed up to at GMB Congress in 
Brighton in June. They are: 

 No worker will be worse off including those in workplace share schemes

 Safeguarding or improving pensions to provide dignity and security in
  retirement

 Greater investment in the industry’s infrastructure and equipment

 Increased staffing levels and insourcing of contracted workers

 Improved health and safety with worker involvement in establishing new
 safety standards

 Valuing collective bargaining and trade union involvement in decisions
 affecting workers before and during public ownership
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Company Total payout Average number of roles

Severn Trent Water                       £44.8 (10.4)

United Utilities                                 £40.2 (10.6)

Anglian Water                  £30.8    (12.5)

Northumbrian Water                    £9.6 (3)

South West Water                          £6.8       (4)

Southern Water              £7.4       (2.2)

Thames Water                                 £13.5    (2)

Wessex Water                                 £6.8 (4)

Yorkshire Water                              £15.5 (5.4)

Total = £175.4 million paid to senior executives through 54.1 senior job roles
over last 5 years to the privatised water companies in England. These are

roles and remuneration packages listed in each company's annual reports. 
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