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Water Barons should use bucketsWater Barons should use buckets
of profit to ‘clean up act’of profit to ‘clean up act’

GMB union has called on Britain’s Water companies to invest ‘bumper profits’ in cleaningGMB union has called on Britain’s Water companies to invest ‘bumper profits’ in cleaning
up Britain’s bathing points, after a report found the UK rock bottom of European nationsup Britain’s bathing points, after a report found the UK rock bottom of European nations
for water qualityfor water quality

GMB has called on Britain’s Water companies to invest ‘bumper profits’ in cleaning up Britain’sGMB has called on Britain’s Water companies to invest ‘bumper profits’ in cleaning up Britain’s
bathing pointsbathing points

GMB, the union for Water Workers, has called on water companies to ‘clean up their act’ and use theirGMB, the union for Water Workers, has called on water companies to ‘clean up their act’ and use their
bumper profits to clean up Britain’s dirty water systems.  bumper profits to clean up Britain’s dirty water systems.  

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/search?&issue=65
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This week This week the UK came bottom of the European league table for water qualitythe UK came bottom of the European league table for water quality, with Only 110 coastal and, with Only 110 coastal and
inland sites were judged excellent in the latest bathing water quality data from Europe’s environmentalinland sites were judged excellent in the latest bathing water quality data from Europe’s environmental
watchdog. watchdog. 

That leaves the UK rock bottom in Europe behind Poland, with less than one in five of bathing pointsThat leaves the UK rock bottom in Europe behind Poland, with less than one in five of bathing points
rated excellent. rated excellent. 

GMB is accusing privatised water companies of making buckets of profits but ‘waiving theirGMB is accusing privatised water companies of making buckets of profits but ‘waiving their
responsibilities’. responsibilities’. 

Last week Last week damning statistics were revealed by the Council for Water (CCW)damning statistics were revealed by the Council for Water (CCW) which showed over 1.7 which showed over 1.7
million in Britain were in "water poverty", which it defines as having to spend more than 5% of theirmillion in Britain were in "water poverty", which it defines as having to spend more than 5% of their
income after housing costs on water bills. income after housing costs on water bills. 

The statistics also revealed that 5 million families were at risk of falling into Water Poverty. The statistics also revealed that 5 million families were at risk of falling into Water Poverty. 

Gary Carter, GMB national officer said: Gary Carter, GMB national officer said: 

“It was water poverty last week, and now water quality this week: there’s a consistent message here isn’t“It was water poverty last week, and now water quality this week: there’s a consistent message here isn’t
there?  there?  

“Private water companies are making buckets of profit, whilst they waive their responsibilities - it’s time“Private water companies are making buckets of profit, whilst they waive their responsibilities - it’s time
they clean up their act. they clean up their act. 

“We believe that Britain deserves the best water quality in Europe, it’s disgraceful that UK is at rock“We believe that Britain deserves the best water quality in Europe, it’s disgraceful that UK is at rock
bottom of the table. bottom of the table. 

The UK's water quality is ranked one of the worst in Europe, so an app has been created toThe UK's water quality is ranked one of the worst in Europe, so an app has been created to
help protect those who regularly swim in rivers and waterwayshelp protect those who regularly swim in rivers and waterwayshttps://t.co/gYmXyulWIChttps://t.co/gYmXyulWIC
pic.twitter.com/ymI87rrmaqpic.twitter.com/ymI87rrmaq

— BBC News (UK) (@BBCNews) — BBC News (UK) (@BBCNews) June 1, 2021June 1, 2021

““

UK ranked last in Europe for bathing water quality in 2020 UK ranked last in Europe for bathing water quality in 2020 https://t.co/c2byv67WS9https://t.co/c2byv67WS9

— The Guardian (@guardian) — The Guardian (@guardian) June 1, 2021June 1, 2021

““

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2021/jun/01/uk-ranked-last-in-europe-for-bathing-water-quality-in-2020?CMP=Share_iOSApp_Other
https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/water-companies-need-prioritise-ending-%E2%80%98water-poverty%E2%80%99
https://t.co/gYmXyulWIC
https://t.co/ymI87rrmaq
https://twitter.com/BBCNews/status/1399671575276830723?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/c2byv67WS9
https://twitter.com/guardian/status/1399671857217933315?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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“At last we’ve got some good weather and families should be able to enjoy UK waters and not worry“At last we’ve got some good weather and families should be able to enjoy UK waters and not worry
about what lurks beneath.” about what lurks beneath.” 
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