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Give proper PPE to health & socialGive proper PPE to health & social
care workers or thousands morecare workers or thousands more
will diewill die

They are risking their lives to try and save oursThey are risking their lives to try and save ours

They are putting their lives at risk to try and save ours – the least we can do is protect theirs They are putting their lives at risk to try and save ours – the least we can do is protect theirs 

GMB has written to the Health Secretary to demand all NHS and social care workers are given access toGMB has written to the Health Secretary to demand all NHS and social care workers are given access to
full PPE to prevent more unnecessary deaths. full PPE to prevent more unnecessary deaths. 

https://www.gmbdevelopment.org.uk/news/search?&issue=45
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In the letter to Matt HancockIn the letter to Matt Hancock, the union says in order to save lives, workers must be provided with full, the union says in order to save lives, workers must be provided with full
coverage of skin, hair and clothing, including head covers; goggles; FFP3 masks; coveralls or long-coverage of skin, hair and clothing, including head covers; goggles; FFP3 masks; coveralls or long-
sleeved gowns; shoe coverings; medical grade gloves. sleeved gowns; shoe coverings; medical grade gloves. 

Read letter (pdf)Read letter (pdf)

According to the ONSAccording to the ONS, 618 health and social care workers' deaths in England and Wales were linked to, 618 health and social care workers' deaths in England and Wales were linked to
covid-19 up to 30 June 2020 (the latest date for which figures are available).covid-19 up to 30 June 2020 (the latest date for which figures are available).

This is the second time the union has written to the Health Secretary making this demand on behalf ofThis is the second time the union has written to the Health Secretary making this demand on behalf of
members. members. 

https://www.gmb.org.uk/sites/default/files/DHSC-letter-PPE-Health-Social-Care-120121.pdf
https://www.gmb.org.uk/sites/default/files/DHSC-letter-PPE-Health-Social-Care-120121.pdf
https://www.gmb.org.uk/sites/default/files/DHSC-letter-PPE-Health-Social-Care-120121.pdf
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/healthandsocialcare/causesofdeath/datasets/coronaviruscovid19relateddeathsbyoccupationenglandandwalesbeforeandduringthelockdown
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Since the start of the pandemic, GMB has consistently raised concerns about the lack of adequate PPESince the start of the pandemic, GMB has consistently raised concerns about the lack of adequate PPE
for health and social workers. for health and social workers. 

Rachel Harrison, GMB National OfficerRachel Harrison, GMB National Officer

Despite being assured by Ministers there are sufficient levels of PPE, terrified members report working onDespite being assured by Ministers there are sufficient levels of PPE, terrified members report working on
the front line with inadequate protection. the front line with inadequate protection. 

In NovemberIn November, ambulance workers blamed ‘second rate' PPE for thousands of covid-related absences., ambulance workers blamed ‘second rate' PPE for thousands of covid-related absences.

Meanwhile in AprilMeanwhile in April a hospital worker faced the sack for raising concerns about the lack of PPE. a hospital worker faced the sack for raising concerns about the lack of PPE.

Rachel Harrison, GMB National Officer, said: Rachel Harrison, GMB National Officer, said: 

“Our health and social care services are on the point of collapse due to covid-related absence and“Our health and social care services are on the point of collapse due to covid-related absence and
Immense pressure on the already creaking system. Immense pressure on the already creaking system. 

“They are putting their lives at risk to try and save ours – the least we can do is make sure they are“They are putting their lives at risk to try and save ours – the least we can do is make sure they are
properly protected while they do it. properly protected while they do it. 

“Ministers must step in and make sure our health and social care workers have what they need to keep“Ministers must step in and make sure our health and social care workers have what they need to keep
us safe, or thousands of people will die unnecessarily."us safe, or thousands of people will die unnecessarily."

Health and social care workers are putting their lives at risk to try and save ours – theHealth and social care workers are putting their lives at risk to try and save ours – the
least we can do is make sure they are properly protected while they do it. least we can do is make sure they are properly protected while they do it. 

““

Staff morale in the NHS is at an all-time low due to a decade of Tory cuts.Staff morale in the NHS is at an all-time low due to a decade of Tory cuts.

The Government needs to move heaven and earth to support these worker so that theThe Government needs to move heaven and earth to support these worker so that the
service doesn’t collapse as workers look for a lifeboat to exit in.service doesn’t collapse as workers look for a lifeboat to exit in.#NHSPay15#NHSPay15
https://t.co/470sH4qNmshttps://t.co/470sH4qNms

— GMB Union (@GMB_union) — GMB Union (@GMB_union) January 11, 2021January 11, 2021

““

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/poor-ppe-blame-thousands-ambulance-workers-covid-19-absences
https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/hospital-worker-could-be-sacked-over-face-mask-dispute
https://twitter.com/hashtag/NHSPay15?src=hash&ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/470sH4qNms
https://twitter.com/GMB_union/status/1348659367718121473?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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Press officePress office

079859 1525698079859 1525698

press.office@gmb.org.ukpress.office@gmb.org.uk

Member requiring help?Member requiring help?

Click to contact your local GMB RegionClick to contact your local GMB Region

info@gmb.org.ukinfo@gmb.org.uk

tel:0798591525698
mailto:press.office@gmb.org.uk
mailto:info@gmb.org.uk

