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Public inquiry needed over BAMEPublic inquiry needed over BAME
worker deathsworker deaths

Higher mortality rates linked to poverty, Public Health England investigation findsHigher mortality rates linked to poverty, Public Health England investigation finds

GMB, Britain’s general union, has spoken out following Public Health England’s delayed publication of itsGMB, Britain’s general union, has spoken out following Public Health England’s delayed publication of its
investigation into the discriminatory impact of the coronavirus outbreak. investigation into the discriminatory impact of the coronavirus outbreak. 

GMB represents tens of thousands of workers in occupations that Public Health England said today hadGMB represents tens of thousands of workers in occupations that Public Health England said today had
the highest rates of excess deaths, including care, nursing, security, and professional driving.  the highest rates of excess deaths, including care, nursing, security, and professional driving.  

The review said that higher infection and mortality rates in BAME communities could be attributed toThe review said that higher infection and mortality rates in BAME communities could be attributed to
poor housing conditions, lower incomes, occupations with higher risk profiles, inadequate access topoor housing conditions, lower incomes, occupations with higher risk profiles, inadequate access to
public services, and a greater risk of underlying health conditionspublic services, and a greater risk of underlying health conditions. . 

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/search?&issue=50
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/889195/disparities_review.pdf
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Rehana Azam, GMB National Secretary, said: Rehana Azam, GMB National Secretary, said: 

“Matt Hancock has lost valuable time by commissioning a report on facts that were already in the“Matt Hancock has lost valuable time by commissioning a report on facts that were already in the
public domain.  public domain.  

“Either Black and Minority Ethnic lives matter or they don’t, and Ministers have lost valuable time in“Either Black and Minority Ethnic lives matter or they don’t, and Ministers have lost valuable time in
commissioning a report that doesn't set out how working lives are to be protected.  commissioning a report that doesn't set out how working lives are to be protected.  

“This report confirms what we already knew – BAME workers have made a disproportionate sacrifice“This report confirms what we already knew – BAME workers have made a disproportionate sacrifice
during this pandemic. during this pandemic. 

“In the context of global events, with the spotlight on structural and institutional racism, the publication“In the context of global events, with the spotlight on structural and institutional racism, the publication
of this report which carries no recommendations is just going to heighten distrust of the claim that allof this report which carries no recommendations is just going to heighten distrust of the claim that all
lives matter to the government.  lives matter to the government.  

“People are dying and Ministers have been too slow to protect lives.  “People are dying and Ministers have been too slow to protect lives.  

“They say that this virus doesn’t discriminate, but the response to this virus and the lives it has taken“They say that this virus doesn’t discriminate, but the response to this virus and the lives it has taken
most definitely experienced a discrimination that ended in their deaths.  most definitely experienced a discrimination that ended in their deaths.  

“No plan is in place that gives confidence that the government is going to protect lives of people“No plan is in place that gives confidence that the government is going to protect lives of people
disproportionately impacted by this terrible disease. That’s why GMB has joined the call for andisproportionately impacted by this terrible disease. That’s why GMB has joined the call for an
independent public inquiry into the government’s response.” independent public inquiry into the government’s response.” 

Public Health England report into BAME deaths publishedPublic Health England report into BAME deaths published
“After accounting for sex age depravation and region, people of Banglandeshi ethnicity“After accounting for sex age depravation and region, people of Banglandeshi ethnicity
has around twice the risk of death as white British ethnicity”has around twice the risk of death as white British ethnicity”https://t.co/zvRT2Uxeevhttps://t.co/zvRT2Uxeev
pic.twitter.com/v6FwU9BGaMpic.twitter.com/v6FwU9BGaM

— Sam Coates Sky (@SamCoatesSky) — Sam Coates Sky (@SamCoatesSky) June 2, 2020June 2, 2020



People of Bangladeshi ethnicity have twice the risk of death with coronavirus than thosePeople of Bangladeshi ethnicity have twice the risk of death with coronavirus than those
of white British ethnicity, report from Public Health England findsof white British ethnicity, report from Public Health England findshttps://t.co/0m1w1pTtObhttps://t.co/0m1w1pTtOb

— BBC News (UK) (@BBCNews) — BBC News (UK) (@BBCNews) June 2, 2020June 2, 2020



https://t.co/zvRT2Uxeev
https://t.co/v6FwU9BGaM
https://twitter.com/SamCoatesSky/status/1267783254335242243?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
https://t.co/0m1w1pTtOb
https://twitter.com/BBCNews/status/1267798397819461632?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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Press officePress office

079859 1525698079859 1525698

press.office@gmb.org.ukpress.office@gmb.org.uk

Member requiring help?Member requiring help?

Click to contact your local GMB RegionClick to contact your local GMB Region

info@gmb.org.ukinfo@gmb.org.uk

tel:0798591525698
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