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30 years on from the privatisation of water in England, it’s clearly not working says GMB30 years on from the privatisation of water in England, it’s clearly not working says GMB
UnionUnion

GMB, the water union, says today’s price hike is ‘insulting to customers’ while billions of litres are wastedGMB, the water union, says today’s price hike is ‘insulting to customers’ while billions of litres are wasted
every day and fat cat bosses get paid millions.every day and fat cat bosses get paid millions.

Water and sewerage bills for household customers in England and Wales will go Water and sewerage bills for household customers in England and Wales will go up 2% today to anup 2% today to an
average bill of £415average bill of £415. . 

Water bills have increased Water bills have increased 40% above inflation since the water industry was privatised40% above inflation since the water industry was privatised by Margaret by Margaret
Thatcher's government in 1989 on the back of a promise for greater investment to improve efficiency. Thatcher's government in 1989 on the back of a promise for greater investment to improve efficiency. 

https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/search?&issue=65
https://www.discoverwater.co.uk/annual-bill
https://www.nao.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/The-economic-regulation-of-the-water-sector.pdf%C2%A0%C2%A0
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Stuart Fegan, GMB National OfficerStuart Fegan, GMB National Officer

Meanwhile privatised water companies let almost Meanwhile privatised water companies let almost 2.4 billion litres2.4 billion litres – the equivalent of 950 Olympic-sized – the equivalent of 950 Olympic-sized
swimming pools’ worth of treated water - go down the drain every day. swimming pools’ worth of treated water - go down the drain every day. 

A GMB investigation last year showed the CEOs of the nine privatised water companies in EnglandA GMB investigation last year showed the CEOs of the nine privatised water companies in England
trousered a whopping trousered a whopping £58 million in salary, bonuses, pensions and other benefits over the past five£58 million in salary, bonuses, pensions and other benefits over the past five
yearsyears. . 

On top of this, the average dividend and interest accrued for shareholders by each On top of this, the average dividend and interest accrued for shareholders by each privatised waterprivatised water
company in 2017 was £158 millioncompany in 2017 was £158 million. . 

Stuart Fegan, GMB National Officer, said:Stuart Fegan, GMB National Officer, said:

“For private water companies to hike up bills again is insulting to customers and begs the question“For private water companies to hike up bills again is insulting to customers and begs the question
again whether privatisation has failed.again whether privatisation has failed.

“Billions of litres of water are wasted every day, while bosses trouser millions and shareholders continue“Billions of litres of water are wasted every day, while bosses trouser millions and shareholders continue
to get rich on dividends from our natural resource”to get rich on dividends from our natural resource”

“30 years on from privatisation, it’s clear it is not working. It’s time to take back the tap and bring our“30 years on from privatisation, it’s clear it is not working. It’s time to take back the tap and bring our
water sector back into public hands.”water sector back into public hands.”
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For private water companies to hike up bills again is insulting to customers and begs theFor private water companies to hike up bills again is insulting to customers and begs the
question again whether privatisation has failed.question again whether privatisation has failed.

““

— GMB UNION (@GMB_union) — GMB UNION (@GMB_union) March 10, 2019March 10, 2019““

https://www.ccwater.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2017/12/Water-water-everywhere-Delivering-a-resilient-water-system-2016-17.pdf
https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/water-fat-cats-trouser-%C2%A358-million-bills-soar
https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/private-water-shareholders-make-%C2%A365-billion
tel:0798591525698
mailto:press.office@gmb.org.uk
mailto:info@gmb.org.uk
https://twitter.com/GMB_union/status/1104679144162557952?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw
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