£1.5 billion ship order must be
built in UK after international
bidding halted

Reacting to the halting of the international competition for the Fleet Solid Support order,
GMB - the union for shipbuilding workers — has today called for the ships to built in UK
yards.

Click here for international competition

Speaking at the union’'s manufacturing conference in Belfast today, GMB General Secretary Tim Roache
said that the Government should now go further and guarantee that all future orders for military vessels
should be placed in the UK.

£1.5 billion ship order must be built in UK after international bidding halted Page 1 of 2


https://www.telegraph.co.uk/business/2019/11/05/governments-shipbuilding-adviser-hits-contracts-build-navy-vessels/

The shipbuilding unions have long campaigned for the practice of sending orders overseas to be
ended.

On Tuesday the Ministry of Defence published a critical report by Sir John Parker which said that the
policy putting all shipbuilding orders apart from frigates, destroyers and carriers out to international
tender is not 'the right strategic approach’ and that 'UK-only competition should be considered for
future defence-funded vessels.

Tim Roache, GMB General Secretary, speaking at the union’s manufacturing conference, said:

“This is an important victory but we are not celebrating yet. We will continue to keep up the pressure
until these ships are being built in our yards, by GMB members, using British steel.

“The Government must now fundamentally change its approach and announce that it will keep this
order and all military shipbuilding orders in the UK.”

Press office Member requiring help?

0798591525698 Click to contact your local GMB Region

press.office@gmb.org.uk info@gmb.org.uk

£1.5 billion ship order must be built in UK after international bidding halted Page 2 of 2


https://www.gmb.org.uk/news/shipbuilding-governments-own-review-backs-campaign-build-them-britain
tel:0798591525698
mailto:press.office@gmb.org.uk
mailto:info@gmb.org.uk

